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has been able, in the short space of seven years, to sink German
youth to such depths of demoralization. A glance at either of the
books mentioned above will convince you of that. I know of no
other example in history of a people sinking spiritually so low.
I hope that my letter has not trespassed too much upon your
time. On the return journey to Europe in a happier time which,
if God wills, may soon be possible, I shall try to bring my wife
and children for a short visit to you."
The friend has sent his name and address. But I with-
hold both for fear of harm coming to him through unneces-
sary publicity. The letter must be valued on its own intrin-
sic merits.
What, however, concerns me is not so much his charac-
terization of Nazism as his belief that non-violent action
may have no effect on Hitler or the Germans whom he lias,
turned into so many robots. Non-violent action, if it is ade-
quate, must influence Hitler and easily the duped Germans.
No man can be turned into a permanent machine. Imme-
diately the dead weight of authority is lifted from his head,
he begins to function normally. To lay down any such,
general proposition as nay friend has, betrays ignorance
of the working of non-violence. The British Government
can take no risks, can make no experiments in which they
have not even a workable faith. But if ever an opportunity
could be given to me, I should not hesitate to try, in spite
of my physical limitations, what would appear to be im-
possible. For in Ahimsa it is not the votary who acts in his
own strength. Strength comes from God. If, therefore, the
way is opened for me to go, He will give me the physicaL
endurance and clothe my word with the needed power.
Anyway all through my life I have acted in that faith. Never
have I attributed any independent strength to inysel£ This
may be considered by men who do not believe in a Higher
Power than themselves as a drawback and a helpless scate.
I must admit that limitation of Ahimsa if it be accounted
as such.
Sevagram, 6-8-'40
Harijan, 18-8-1940

